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able pretensions fell a sacrifice to our rights
and happiness. Whether it was owing to the

wisdom of leading individuals, or to the just-
ling of parties, I cannot pretend to determine;
but likewise, happily for us, the kingly power
was shifted into another branch of the family,,
who, as they owed the throne solely to the call
of a free people, could claim nothing inconsist-
ent with the covenanted terms which placed
them there.

The Stewarts have been condemned and
laughed at for the folly and Impracticability of
their attempts in 17 15 and 1745- That they fail-
ed, I bless GOD ; but cannot join in the ridi-
cule against them. Who does not know that
the abilities or defects of leaders and command-
ers are often hidden until put to the touchstone
of exigency; and that there is a caprice of for-
tune, an omnipotence in particular accidents
and conjunctures of circumstances, which exalt
us as heroes, or brand us as madmen, just as they
,are for or against us ?

- Man, Mr. Publisher, is a strange, weak, in-
consistent being: who would believe. Sir, that
in this our Augustan age of liberality and re-
finement, while we seem so justly sensible' and
jealous of our rights and liberties, and animated
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